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Lake County, Indiana is the second largest in population 
of the ninety-two counties in the State. Marion County, 
which includes the City of Indianapolis, is the largest. 
Lake County covers approximately 500 square miles of the 
northwest portion of the State and has a population of 


498,000. 


On July 4, 1836, the "Squatters Union of Lake County" 

was organized for the purpose of adopting measures and 
forming a constitution for better security of the settlers 
on public land. The settlers were on the area now known 
as Fancher Lake. On February 15, 1837, Lake County was 
organized and Henry Wells was appointed Sheriff by the 
Governor. It was said that Wells walked to Indianapolis 
to receive his commission and returned on foot, a two- 
week trip each way. Wells was commissioned on March 8, 
1837. On March 28th, the first County Commissioners were 
elected. In April, they met and instructed the Sheriff 

to prevent anyone from removing pine timber from public 
school lands. They also appointed the Sheriff as collector 


of State and County revenues. 


The first general election was held in August of 1837, 
and Luman Fowler was duly elected Sheriff. Stephen R. 
Stiglich is the 46th Sheriff of Lake County. 


In the fall of 1882, a two story Sheriff's house, measuring 
40 by 34 feet, and a jail, 120 by 50 feet, were completed 
on the South Main Street site at a cost of $24,000. The 
Jail featured six steel cells for males, four steel cells 
for females, bathrooms and strong steel corridors. An 
addition to the back of the jail measuring 65 by 50 feet, 
was built in 1926 which included sheriff'S corridors and 

a third floor. The jail could now accommodate a maximum 
of 150 prisoners, and was thought to be one of the finest 
in the State. It was boasted “escape proof" until 1934 


when a young man, John Dillinger, was to prove otherwise. 


The current Lake County Jail, located at 2293 N. Main 
Street, was occupied on January 5, 1975. This facility 
has five floors and currently has an average daily population 


of 380 inmates. It cost approximately $13.5 million. 


The Sheriff, as law enforcement officer, is responsible 

for crime prevention, patrol, traffic enforcement, criminal 
investigation, scientific evidence collection, arrest 

of criminals, searches and seizures and all other requirements 


of contemporary police work. 


The Sheriff's Department employs 176 sworn police officers, 
83 corrections officers and 90 civilians. The salary 
range for police is $21,477 for first-year patrolmen to 
$31,688 for commander. The salary range for Corrections 
Officers' salary is $19,363 for new correctional officers 


to $23,667 for Deputy Warden. 


The Sheriff's Department has numerous services available 


to the public. 


PATROL: Services a population of approximately 80,000. 

This Uniformed Division's basic purpose is to protect 

and serve the citizens of Lake County. They investigate 
offenses, apprehend offenders, and recover stolen property. 
Services are also provided for non-criminal activity ranging 
from traffic control to resolving family disturbances. 

They are available around the clock to render aid to victims, 
obtain evidence, arrest offenders, and gather basic essential 
information. 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION: This division prepares cases 

for prosectuion by carrying out continued or detailed 
investigations. The division includes general assignment, 
narcotics, stolen auto and a youth section. The warrant 
section processes all criminal and small claims arrest 
warrants. 

CIVIL DIVISION: Consists of four (4) separate offices, 
located at Crown Point, Gary, Hammond and East Chicago. 

They are responsible for processing and executing court 
documents issued by the Clerk, under the seal of the court; 
they include evictions, sheriff's sales, warrants, Indiana 
taxes, repossessions, levies, foreclosures, summons, citations 
and subpoenas. 

CORRECTIONS: These officers maintain the jail. They 

are concerned with the safety and security of the inmates, 
their physical and mental health, and human needs such 

as food and clean clothing. 

COURT SECURITY: The Sheriff's Department provides six 

(6) uniformed police officers and twelve (12) special 
deputies to help maintain the peace during court proceedings. 
The uniformed officers patrol the court entrances, while 

the special deputies, who receive formal training, are 


on duty in the courtrooms themselves. 


CRIME LABORATORY: This unit is responsible for processing 
crime scenes. They photograph, dust for latent fingerprints, 
process recovered items, sketch the scene, and gather 
evidence. They also provide expert testimony in 
fingerprint, firearms and tool mark analysis. 
COMMUNICATIONS: This is the division that processes 
incoming calls for emergency services. On an average, 
they process 4,900 incoming calls, dispatch 1,500 

calls to units monthly as well as handle in-house 

wanted persons and data checks such as driver's license 
information and car registration. 

RECORDS: Responsible for the administration of offense 
and accident reports, gun permit applications, and 
maintains criminal histories of all persons incarcerated 
in the County Jail. 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT: Responsible for the physical 
property operated by the entire Department. In addition 
to controlling all office supplies, they provide 

the printing of necessary forms. Maintenance of 

the fleet of vehicles is also under their jurisdiction. 
PERSONNEL AND TRAINING: Personnel is accountable 

for maintenance of payroll and personnel records. 
Training is responsible for in-service instruction 


to improve individual skills and capabilities. 


Sheriff Stephen R. Stiglich has twenty-seven years 

of law enforcement experience. He is applying professional 
management standards to improve the Lake County Sheriff's 
Department. He has strengthened the communications 


link between the many law enforcement agencies throughout 


the area, and has implemented an inter-agency task 

force to combat auto theft and drug trafficking. 

Sheriff Stiglich is utilizing his many years as a 

police administrator to create a totally new professional 
attitude to "protect and serve" the citizens of Lake 


County. 


